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From the Vicar 

 
 

Missions and Pilgrimages 
 

S ome 15 years ago, I went on a pilgrimage to 
Israel and Egypt. It changed my life. A few 
years later, I was called into ministry in a state 
psychiatric hospital. This, too, changed my life. 
That pilgrimage and that mission did much to 
form me into the person I am today, for better 
or worse. I hope and believe they both contrib-
uted to a deepening of my life in Christ. 
 
ñJourneyò has come to be an overused word in spiritual circles, but it 
is such a good word that it will continue to be overused! We speak of 
our Christian journey, of the journey of marriage or parenthood, of the 
journey of vocation. When we say ñjourney,ò we seem to be talking 
about a significant narrative that makes up a big part of our lives and 
maybe our identities as well. Every one of us could tell stories of our 
own pilgrimages, missions, and times of testing and growth. 
 
This Lenten season, we will come together on Wednesday nights, 
starting on February 24, to hear about some remarkable pilgrimages 
and missions. I invite you to come at 6 p.m. for a brief, quiet Eucha-
rist. Then come for a simple supper, provided by different groups 
within the parish, and a talk. Watch your email for specifics about our 
speakers. (If youôre not an email user, weôll mail you a copy of the 
schedule soon.) 
 
One obvious thing about our missions and pilgrimages is that they 
take us from one place to another. We are on the move, inspired and 

(Continued on page 3) 
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January 7 vestry meeting 
Present: Charlie Bakewell, Lucia Bakewell, 
Dan Bauer, Dave Canoles, Rev. Connie Clark, 
Rev. Anne Hunter, Bill Johnson. Absent: Bev 
Bivins, Ann Eddins, Joe Oliver. 
  
Treasurer’s Report: Charlie Bakewell dis-
tributed the churchôs monthly financial report 
for 2009, the statement of financial income 
and expense for December 2009, and the 
treasurerôs report for December 2009.  
 
Charlie reported that the proposal for diocesan 
financial support is due and that we have been 
asked to resubmit a revised budget and assis-
tance request by January 15. Dan will complete 
the form with the new request and forward it 
to Charlie for submission.  
  
Clergy Reports: Connie reported that aver-
age attendance in December (72 for both ser-
vices) was approximately 70 percent above last 
yearôs December average of 45. She also re-
ported a number of pastoral visits the past 
month. 
 
Connie updated the vestry on the tremendous 
help that the churchôs administrative assistant 
Diane has been. She has been efficient, pleas-
ant, and a quick study. Connie informed the 
vestry that she and Diane would henceforth 
assume responsibility for scheduling the Eu-
charistic minister. 
 
Anne Hunter reported engaging in pastoral 
visits and that other developments ñare in the 
works.ò 
 
Senior Warden’s Report: Dave Canoles 
reported on the response to-date from invita-
tions sent to 14 parishioners seeking their par-

ticipation in two new committees on member-
ship and communication. The group will meet 
with the vestry at 10 a.m. on January 23. 
 
Junior Warden’s Report: Dan Bauer re-
ported that the fuel oil from the Parish Hall 
tank was transferred to the church tank. There 
is a small amount of fuel remaining in the Par-
ish Hall tank that could not be pumped out. A 
decision will be made to either fill the tank 
partially with sand to capture the remaining 
fuel or to leave as is. 
 
Gutters have been damaged by the heavy snow 
and will be replaced. Bushes damaged by the 
heavy snow around the church will be pruned. 
 
Dan will clarify the days and times by which 
the parking lots will need to be cleared in fu-
ture snow falls. 
 
Committee Reports: Dan reported for the 
Earth Stewardship Committee that Bob Sar-
gent is tracking utility costs and fuel consump-
tion. He also reported that there have been no 
changes in the Cemetery Committee. Dan will 
contact John Jacoby asking him to select a 
third member of the committee. 
 
Stewardship Committee: There was no 
change in 2010 pledge totals in December. 
 
Art Committee: Lucia Bakewell reported 
that Janet Wiley is contacting middle and high 
school students to see if they would like to do 
an art project for the wall in Deese Hall. Artists 
who are not parishioners will be approached 
and asked if they would like to apply to have 
their art displayed. A few local artists were 
identified and Lucia will contact them. The 
need to open Deese Hall at designated times 
for non-parishioners to view the displayed art 
was discussed. 
 
New Business: Charlie reported on a dioce-

(Continued on page 3) 
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energized by the Spirit, as individuals and 
as a parish. We start the holy season of 
Lent with an awareness that this, too, is a 
spiritual journey. I hope you will take ad-
vantage of our Wednesday evening Lenten 
series, as well as Ash Wednesday services, 
to deepen your experience of Lent this year. 
 
With love in Christ, 
 

Connie 
 

(The Rev.) Connie Clark  

(Continued from page 1) 

san fund of pooled resources that individual 
parishes use to increase rates of return on in-
vested monies and presented a resolution to 
establish a Special Gifts Fund. The resolution 
passed unanimously. In December, the vestry 
decided that the contribution portion of the 
initial art show sales would be invested in the 
fund. The fund will be a good vehicle for 
planned giving and for memorial gifts. The 
first contribution to the Gifts Fund is being 
made by Lucia Bakewell for which much ap-
preciation was expressed. 
 
Charlie reviewed accounting procedures for 
money received from plate collections during 
the services. It was emphasized that the vestry 
person in charge of the service is responsible 
for collection and processing of the offering 
from each service and that two people are nec-
essary to count the money. A list of vestry re-
sponsibilities is being prepared and will be 
posted. 
 
Old Business: Mission statements prepared 
by individual vestry members were shared and 
critiqued. Discussion ensued and it was agreed 
to explore the need for both mission and vi-
sion statements for the church. 

- Bill Johnson for Ann Eddins, Register  

(Continued from page 2) 

Don’t Miss Bishop Shannon’s 
Visit on Valentine’s Day! 
 

D onôt miss the opportunity 
to meet our new Diocesan 
Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Shannon 
Johnston, in his first visit to 
Buck Mountain. Heôs coming on 
Valentineôs Day, Feb. 14, to our 
10:30 a.m. service. Several pa-
rishioners are preparing for 
Confirmation or Reception that day, and we 
happily anticipate one Baptism as well.  
 
We will invite Bishop Shannon to join us for a 
light lunch in the Parish Hall following the 
service. The Episcopal Church Women are co-
ordinating the lunch and welcome your edible 
contributionsðplease talk to Ruth Gibson 
about what to bring. 

O n Jan. 29, 
Janet Wiley took 
members of the 
Buck Mountain 
youth group to St. 
Paulôs for a special 
mac-and-cheese 
dinner with Pre-
siding Bishop 
Katherine Schori. 
 
Bishop Katharine 
shared some of 

her lifeôs journey that led her to become a sci-
entist, a priest, and then a bishop. The Buck 
Mountain group honored her visit with a spe-
cial donation to the Buck Mountain Food Pan-
try. About 40 teens from Region XV attended. 

Buck Mountain Youth Meet  
Presiding Bishop Katherine Schori 
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Let Your Imagination  
Run Wild! 
 

T he Episcopal Church Women will be spon-
soring a Silent Auction to benefit its outreach 
ministries. At the last ECW meeting on January 
17, the ECW voted to give $1,000 to both the 
Episcopal Relief and Development Fund and to 

Partners in Health for Haiti relief. Therefore, it 
is time to replenish our funds so we can help 
more folks. 
 
During coffee hours on Sunday, Feb. 21 and 28 
everyone will have the opportunity to sign up 
and bid for lots of great items.  
 
But first we need items for the auction! Here are 
just a few suggestions of the types of items that 
would be fun: 
 

In the past, meals hosted in some-
one’s home have been great money- 
makers and wonderful fellowship oppor-
tunities. The dinner or lunch or brunch 
can be a large seating for as many as you 
wish to prepare for or a small intimate 
gathering of a few. You set the menu and 
the price and the number of guests. We 
pay and come enjoy! 

If you are a great cook, you might do-
nate a homemade item or a promise to 
make that item for the winning bidder. 

If you are a gardener, you might donate 
fresh produce when it comes in season 
OR fresh flowers from your garden in the 
summer. 

If you are a seamstress, how about 
some stitchery? 

And, of course, good quality household 
items, books, or collectibles are always 
wonderful. 

Let your imagination go wild! 
 
If anyone has an item or service they wish to 
contribute to this worthwhile event, please con-
tact Sally Hoehn (email: sarahoehn@yahoo.com 
or 973-0227) or Ruth Gibson (email: ruthggib-
son@comcast.net or 978-1226).  

- Ruth Gibson  

Plan Your Calendar for  
Lent, Holy Week, and Easter 
 
In addition to our regular Sunday worship ser-
vices, Buck Mountain offers these worship, 
study, and fellowship opportunities this year. 
 
Feb. 16ðShrove Tuesday Chili Supper, 6 p.m., 

Parish Hall. 
 

Feb. 17ðAsh Wednesday Liturgy, noon. 
  

 Ash Wednesday Liturgy, 6 p.m. 
 

Feb. 24, March 3, 10, 
17, & 24ðHoly Eucha-
rist, 6 p.m.; simple 
supper, 6:30 p.m.; 
Lenten speaker on 
ñMissions and Pilgrim-
ages,ò 7 p.m. 
 

March 31ðHoly 
Eucharist / Tenebrae, 
6 p.m. 

 

April 1ðMaundy Thursday Worship, 7 p.m. 
 

April 2ðGood Friday Liturgy, noon. 
 

 Good Friday Liturgy, 6 p.m. 
 

April 4ðHoly Eucharist, 10:30 a.m., Festive 
Coffee Hour and Easter Egg Roll following 
service. 

 

Holy Eucharist, 5 p.m. 
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Learn about End-of-Life Issues 
 
Dr. Anne Hunter, Deacon, is offering a free 
adult education series on Feb. 21, 28 and March 
7 at 9 a.m. in Deese Hall. Come explore the 
practical and spiritual implications of facing the 
end of life. Deacon Anne, who is a retired hos-
pice physician and a current hospice chaplain, 
will address: 
 

Advance directives: How to have your 
way with the health care system. 

Letting go: An active process. 

Spiritual growth at the end of life. 

 
For more information, call Anne at 964-1079. 

- Anne Hunter  

Help Feed the Homeless 
 
Buck Mountain will assist Westminster Presby-
terian Church when they host the PACEM menôs 
homeless shelter the last two weeks in February. 
We are scheduled to provide dinner on Friday, 
Feb. 26.  
 
The Outreach Committee will purchase and pre-
pare the food ð a couple of additional volun-
teers are needed to help in the kitchen, and any-
one who is interested may attend to participate 
in evening activities at the shelter (visiting with 
the guests, playing cards/games, etc.). More in-
formation will be announced later. Please con-
tact Leslie Richard at lesdan@embarqmail.com 
or 973-1494. 

- Leslie Richard  

Going for Growth 
 

C onnie and members of the vestry met with 
volunteers on Jan. 23 to form a new Communi-
cations and Membership task force. Weôve all 
recognized the need for increasing our member-
ship for quite some time, but these volunteers 
are finally going to make that vision a reality. 
 
Lucia and Charlie Bakewell, Brent Camden, 
Joan Dameron, Ann Eddins, Sally Gaige, Ruth 
Gibson, Lauren Hildebrand, Sue Kahle, Rebecca 
Trexler, Rebecca Riddle-Whitlow, and Janet 
Wiley gave up a good portion of their Saturday 
to formulate ideas for attracting new members. 
Special thanks to Brent Camden and Rebecca 
Riddle-Whitlow for agreeing to coordinate of 
behalf of the group. Brent already has created a 
Facebook page for Buck Mountain ï check it out 
and become a ñfriendò of Buck Mountain. 

- Dave Canoles, Senior Warden  

Get Your Ticket Now for 
Shrove Tuesday Chili Dinner 
 

One of the parishôs outstanding social events 

of the year is the chili dinner to be held Tues-
day, Feb. 16, at 6:30 p.m. This is the 17th year 
for our Shrove Tuesday Chili Dinner. The Parish 
Hall comes alive with good food, good drink (if 
you bring your own), and a Mardi Gras atmos-
phere and great way to usher in Lent. 
 
If chili is not your thing, come for vegetarian 
chili, meatballs, macaroni and cheese, coleslaw, 
homemade breads and rolls, salads, an array of 
desserts, and of course hot dogs for the chil-
dren. Soft drinks will be provided. Tickets are 
$5 for adults and free for children under 8. 
Tickets will be on sale after church by Ann and 
John Jacoby, and limited to the first 80 people. 
No tickets will be sold at the door. The doors 
will open at 6 p.m. with dinner  at 6:30 p.m.  
 
Buy your tickets early to avoid being shut out.  
Mark your calendars ï donôt miss this festive 
event! 

- Ann Jacoby  
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O n Dec. 15, 2009, Janet and Jay McDonald 
presented information on their work with the 
Haiti Mission Clinic and orphanage near Cape 
Haïten, work that has been made all the more 
critical by the terrible earthquake of Jan. 12.  
 
Dr. Doug Willson, a pediatrician at UVa, and his 
wife Diane, a nurse practitioner, also shared 
perspectives on their experiences with the 
clinic.  
 
Approximately 20 members of the congregation 
attended the event, which included a wonderful 
PowerPoint presentation on the new monitor 
and DVD player recently donated by Sally 
Gaige.  
 
Following the presentation and discussion, eve-
ryone participated in packaging medications for 
use in the clinic. 

The Outreach Committee would like to thank Janet, 
Jay, Doug and Diane, as well as everyone who at-
tended and supported this effort. 

- Leslie Richard  

Buck Mountain Sends 
Help to Haiti 

In Port-au-Prince Haiti, murals once filled the walls of 
Holy Trinity Cathedral. The entire Episcopal complex is 
now reduced to rubble. 

Buck Mountain parishioners package medications to be sent 
to Haiti. Proceeds from the Feb. 5 Cajun Spice cabaret (see 
page 8) will go to Haitian earthquake relief. 
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Investing in Growth 
 

A s part of the vestryôs com-
mitment to keep everyone in-
formed Iôd like to share the fol-
lowing highlights that were sub-
mitted to the Diocese as part of 
our 2010 budget submission. 
 

Total 2009 income was 
$153k and our expenses 
were $170k. Major ex-
penses were drilling a 
new well ($6,500) and 
the cost of a new HVAC 
system for our parish hall 
($10,000). These pro-
jects were funded from 
our existing savings and, 
considering these unusual expenses, we 
did a very good job of operating within 
our budget and ñliving within our 
means.ò 

We had 53 pledges in 2009 totaling 
$120k. Average pledge was $2,264. 

We lost seven parishioners in 2009. De-
spite that, our average attendance has 
increased to 78 for 2009 from approxi-
mately 54 in 2007, and 72 in 2008. Our 
pledge income in 2009 was $100,700 
vs. $120,000 planned. 

Approximately 20 percent of our 2009 
income went to outreach. This included 
pledges to the Diocese, the Virginia 
Theological Seminary and Region XV. 
Our Outreach provided support to the 
AIDS/HIV Services Group, the Haiti 
Mission, the Alliance for Interfaith Min-
istries, the Charlottesville Free Clinic, 
the CATEC Foundation and Children, 
Youth and Family Services, and assis-
tance to homeless men and women in 
the Charlottesville area. We also funded 

 

a new effort by establishing the Buck 
Mountain Food Bank in 2009. 

We added several new 

ministries Art, Earth Stew-
ardship, and the Childrenôs 
Garden which grew vegetables 

for the Food Pantry and un-
dertook a facilitated leader-
ship weekend to discern the 
parish direction and to build 
on its strengths. 

This was the first full year 
of our 5 p.m. Sunday service in 
addition to our traditional 
10:30 a.m. service. 

We have 45 pledges in 
2010 totaling $105,000. Aver-
age pledge is $2,295. 

We reduced our request for aid from the 
Diocese from $36,000 in 2009 and from 
an initial $30k request for 2010 to 
$27.5k in this request. 

We enter 2010 with a planned deficit of 
$25.8k that we will balance with funds 
from our savings. The $25.8k reflects 
increased expenditures for worship and 
education and community visibility, the 
addition of a part-time administrative 
assistant, a diocesan-recommended cost
-of-living increase in clergy compensa-
tion, and provision for supply clergy. 

We plan a fairly aggressive fiscal pro-
gram in 2010 to invest in our future and 
help Buck Mountain grow. 

 
In summary, our Church is healthy and vibrant 
and we continue to invest in our future by en-
hancing services to our parishioners and the 
local community. We appreciate the financial 
support from the Diocese and could not have 
achieved all we have done without its contin-
ued help and support. 

- David Canoles, Senior Warden  
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Buck Mountain Episcopal Church 

P.O. Box 183 

Earlysville, Virginia 22936 

 

 

Two Brothers: a Psalm for Lent 
(Gn. 4:8-16) 
 
O dear God, what happened here?* 
What dreadful thing took place? 
 
Why is this flood of blood weeping into the ground?* 
Why does the earth cry out? 
 
Do you not love both these brothers?* 
Why not keep Abel as safe as your mark made Cain? 
 
You know weôll forever miss the point anyway,* 
never learning from our mistakes ï 
 
until, repenting, we may once again receive* 
the miracle of your forgiving love. 

 

- Nancy F. Neighbors  


